
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

I wanted to provide an update to you as we all continue to work through this unusual and stressful 
pandemic together. We are keeping student and staff health and well-being as the top priority and are 
making decisions as a school district in coordination with, and under the guidance of our partners in the 
health departments and Iowa Department of Education. 
 
The most common question we have been asked is about the option to keep their children home from 
school.  We absolutely respect the choice of parents who wish to do so, and will support you in that 
decision by excusing those absences. It is always appropriate for parents to gather the facts and 
consider their own comfort levels.  
 
As of 12:49 pm today, the Pottawattamie County COVID-19 Response Task Force confirmed there is 
still just one confirmed case of COVID-19 in Pottawattamie County. There are no new suspected or 
confirmed cases. If we were to cancel school for one or two weeks now, and then see the beginning of 
community spread, we would then be facing the possibility of multiple additional weeks of cancellations.  
 
We are continuing to take precautions as a school district to limit the exposure to the virus within our 
schools. We are asking students and staff who are feeling ill to stay home. We will continue to cancel 
events and activities that bring large numbers of external participants into our schools. In addition, we 
are providing hand washing and sanitizing opportunities throughout the day, disinfecting and deep 
cleaning our buildings daily, including the most commonly touched surfaces, such as handrails, faucets, 
door handles and tables.  
 
If our current situation were to change, or if we were to receive a closure recommendation from the 
Governor, the Department of Public Health, the Department of Education or even the CDC, we would 
immediately heed their advice. Things can change rapidly.  In the meantime, we will move forward one 
day at a time while keeping all our precautions in place. Our commitment to you is that we will make 
educated decisions based on current facts and on the advice of our health experts. 
 
When the time comes for us to close our schools, please know that we are planning to assist in meeting 
the needs of our families to the best of our ability.  We will provide opportunities for students to remain 
engaged with learning and to connect with helpful resources. We are also exploring ways for children to 
access food, since we won’t have our normal breakfast and lunch programs.  
 
We ask that you call or email the school if you make the decision to keep your child home.  Regular 
school procedures about missed school work will remain in place to ensure your child is not penalized 
for being absent from school.  

 
Please take time this weekend to make the decisions that are best for your family, stay optimistic for 
your children, prepare for the weeks to come, remain hopeful that everyone will remain well, and let’s 
hope that it won’t be long before we can all put the stress and worry about this behind us.  
 
Dr. Murillo, Superintendent of Schools 

 


